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Hello, friends!

I have just returned from a wonderful three-month sabbatical. I spent time 
in Hocking Hills hiking and communing with God’s creation, weeding all the 
things in my own home garden including re-digging our vegetable bed, and 
reading a handful of beautiful and transformative books. Are you familiar 
with the work of sociologist Rene Girard? His is a fascinating take on 
history and Jesus’ death and resurrection. I also finished the first draft of 
my second book from Fortress Press called How to Human: An Incomplete 
Manual for Living in a Messed-Up World. It doesn’t come out until July of 
next year, but it’s going to be great!

Sabbatical has helped me to see just how busy I was before. I know, it’s a 
cliche, but it’s true. I filled every nook and cranny of my days with activity—
all good activities, but filled nonetheless. How present was I really? Now, 
I’m intentional about only scheduling a couple of things each day, knowing 
the empty spaces may get filled, but allowing them to be filled in the 
moment rather than having no time to spare. 

And now we’re in the thick of the new year of classes at UC, new students, 
new challenges, and new housemates at the Edge House AND a new 
fundraising initiative you can read about on the back of this letter. Friends, 
as dark as the world sometimes seems, it’s also filled with possibility. I 
hope that you are experiencing it in your own lives and congregations as 
much as we are here on campus.

Peace,

Alice+
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The Edge House campus 
ministry gathering place has a 
core membership of around 100 
students and an extended reach 
of 5-600 students across a 
huge, secular campus.

a note from Bart

We do this with only one paid staff 
member and an annual budget of around 
$95,000. We use this financial gift as efficiently as 
possible to invite students into self-awareness and deeper empathy, 
thus to change the world.
This year, we are raising funds not only to continue the vibrant ministry we have 
BUT ALSO to hire a part-time pastoral assistant to help us expand the gospel of 
love and invitation into more of the campus. We hope to hire this person for the 
Fall 2020 academic year.

Fundraising 
The ministry we 
have through the 
Edge House is 
possible because of 
Good Shepherd’s 
continued 
commitment to us, 
but also because of 
our many other 
partners.
Congregations 
commit to sending 
us a portion of their 
annual budgets and 
to dining with us at 

our weekly 
dinner-church 
Nosh. 
Individuals—
alums and fans

—commit online to a 
monthly gift. The 
Episcopal Diocese 
has given us a grant 
each year to help 
sustain and grow 
what we’re doing.
On the ground, your 
regular donations 
support deepening 

relationships with 
Gen Z students 
over lunch or 
coffee, free 

bibles and 
Anglican rosaries, 
2 service trips or 

pilgrimages each 
year, Pastor Alice’s 
salary, and the 
upkeep of the Edge 
House and its 
vibrant, welcoming 
atmosphere.
Go to www.edge-
uc.org/donate to 
participate with us in 
building and sharing 
God’s 
commonwealth.

 Bart Campolo -- Cincinnati, OH

One of the best things about my three years in Los Angeles as the humanist 
chaplain at USC was the unstinting support of that school’s Office of Religious 
Life, which provided me with an on-campus office and easy access to all the 
other campus ministers. Obviously, a public university like UC isn’t set up the 
same way, so when I returned to Cincinnati I was really worried about where 
and how I would be able to establish myself as a resource to secular students 
who wanted to actively pursue meaning, goodness and spiritual growth. Enter 
Alice, who saw the value of my work and made space for me at the Edge 
House, which is a perfect home base for engaging young people around life’s 
ultimate question. Not only are UC students very comfortable in the Edge 
House's carefully curated, homey environment, but Alice and Jaime have been 
great guides to me in figuring out the rhythms of a very different campus 
community.  Moreover, Alice’s ministry is a great counterpart to mine, so that I 
have a trustworthy Christian fellowship to recommend to the many believing 
students my secular friends and I encounter. Bottom line, I’m incredibly grateful 
for the Edge House, and for everyone who keeps it going!


