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Hello, friends! Welcome to our newly-expanded newsletter. Have a look 
around.

We think of the Edge House like the Inn on the road to Jericho in the story 
of the Good Samaritan. The Inn is a place of transition (guests didn’t live 
there but moved on after a time), a place of storytelling (for entertainment 
and cross-cultural conversation), and a place of healing (the Samaritan 
took the man there so he could heal from his wounds and people cared for 
him). The Edge House is a place where students walk together for a time 
and then move on, where they share their stories (and all the books and 
Netflix shows they adore!), where they learn to give voice to their pain and 
their joy. We feed them literally and spiritually!

Each year, the community looks different because new students find us and 
old friends graduate, each person bringing their own gifts. This year, 
students have created new graphics and design for the house, shoveled 
the drive and entire parking lot without being asked, cleaned a truly 
disgusting drain in one of the bathrooms, and have spent countless hours 
sitting with, listening to, and encouraging each other. This is their space 
and it is a community I am so proud to call my home church.

We are also entering a new phase of our vision, hiring an assistant! See 
more on the next page. Suffice it to say, I’m pretty darned excited about it.

Peace,
Alice+



We are so excited to announce that this Summer, we are planning to hire a 
part-time Program Director to help us expand the gospel of love and invitation 
into more of the UC campus. 
The Edge House has a core membership of around 100 students and an 
extended reach of 500 students across a huge, secular campus. We do this 
with only one paid staff member and an annual budget of around $95,000. 
We use this financial gift as efficiently as possible to invite students into self-
awareness and deeper empathy, thus to change the world.
As part of our visioning process two years ago, we determined that the Edge 
House needs a second staff member to expand the reach of our vibrant 
ministry and to take over some of the administrative duties at the Edge 
House. We hope to hire this person for the Fall 2019 academic year. A job 
description is in the works, so keep your eyes peeled!

Pastor Alice Connor’s second book How to 
Human: An Incomplete Manual for Living in 
a Messed-Up World will be released July 
2, 2019 and is preorderable now wherever 
books are sold! 
This isn’t just a shameless promotion: How 
to Human is a collection of stories and 
wisdom from the Edge House community 
expanded to help all human beings be-
come more intentional and compassionate. 
It’s tender and snarky, deep and sweary, 
and lushly illustrated by Suze Shore.
Pastor Alice is about to celebrate an entire 
decade at the helm of the Edge House and 
is excited for all y’all to read what we’ve 
learned so far.

An exciting change on the horizon Pilgrimage 
This May, nine of us 
will be walking part 
of the Camino de 
Santiago. We’ll 
spend a day or so in 
both Madrid and 
Barcelona at either 
end of the trip, but 
the majority will be 
hiking between the 
towns of Ferrol and 
Santiago de 
Compostela on the 
western edge of 
Spain.
A pilgrimage is a 
journey to a place of 
special spiritual 
significance. The 
destination can be a 
natural wonder or a 
religious or secular 
site, and most of us 
are familiar with 
arriving somewhere 
wonderful. We don’t 
often consider the 
journey to get there 
or think of it as the 
primary experience, 
but a pilgrimage is 
just that.
We will be walking 
12-20 miles per day 
alongside pilgrims 
from many 
countries. The 
aches and pains as 
well as the 
relationships and 
landscapes we see 
along the way will 
show us God’s 
presence just as 
much as the 
cathedral in 
Santiago at the end 
of the journey will.

Pastor Alice’s new book coming July 2! 

Graduation Nosh on April 28, 2019 

We have a whopping ten students graduating this Spring. The community has 
been greatly enriched because of their presence and we will miss them 
deeply. But we are also thrilled about the possibilities and plans before them.

You are invited to our dinner-church Nosh that evening at 5:45pm to 
celebrate them and the future they’re heading into. RSVP required to 
pastor@edge-uc.org.



Goal Due 
date

complete?

Offer four discipleship groups Winter Semester 1/15/19

Assist Student Government in opening multi-faith 
meditation room in Langsam Library

2/28/19

Apply for funding for two years of part-time Program 
Director salary

4/21/19

Offer Enneagram and Spiritual Wellness workshop in 
partnership with CCM Opera and UC Veterans’ 
Department

5/1/19

Serve at least 500 cups of free coffee Winter Semester 
and invite at least 20 people to Nosh and other events

5/3/19

Create advisory team for Edge House operations to 
assist with hiring, fundraising, and visioning

6/1/19

Hire part-time Program Director for 2019-2021 8/1/19

Reach fundraising goal of $41,570 for 2018-2019 
program year

8/31/19 on track 
to exceed 

Begin collegial relationship with at least one professor 
in the Lindner College of Business

8/31/19

Connect with 1-2 DAAP design professors about the 
time students spend in their studios and offer 
possibility of Spiritual Wellness workshop

8/31/19

Where we’re going in 2019 Partnership 

The ministry we 
have through the 
Edge House is 
possible because of 
Good Shepherd’s 
continued 
commitment to us, 
but also because of 
our many other 
partners:

• Congregations 
commit to sending 
us a portion of 
their annual 
budgets and to 
dining with us at 
our weekly dinner-
church Nosh.

• Individuals—
alums and fans—
commit online to a 
monthly gift.

• The Episcopal 
Diocese has given 
us a grant each 
year to help 
sustain and grow 
what we’re doing.

Your regular 
donations support 
deepening 
relationships with 
Gen Z students over 
lunch or coffee, free 
bibles and Anglican 
rosaries, 2 service 
trips or pilgrimages 
each year, Pastor 
Alice’s salary, and 
the upkeep of the 
Edge House and its 
vibrant, welcoming 
atmosphere.
You, too, can partner 
with us in building 
and sharing God’s 
Commonwealth by 
donating here

How to partner with us 

www.edge-uc.org/donate 

You have multiple options for supporting the work of the Edge House:
Sign up for sustaining monthly donations which are automatically 
deducted from your bank account at our website www.edge-uc.org/
donate. Set up an account with GivePlus and then enter your regular 
support amount under the fund “Edge General Donations.” 
Send us a check made out to Good Shepherd Lutheran Church with 
“campus ministry” in the memo line and the envelope directed to The 
Rev. Alice Connor, Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, 7701 Kenwood 
Rd., Cincinnati, OH 45236.
Donate stock. Please email pastor@edge-uc.org for more information 
on how to do this.
Add us to your estate planning.

THANK YOU!



above: moss at 
Red River Gorge, 
Fall retreat 2018

right: All Saints’ 
Sunday at Nosh, 
Fall 2018

When Jesus says “consider the 
lilies,” we often receive it as a 
reprimand, but perhaps he meant 
that the antidote to our constant 
worrying about what we’ll wear or 
where we’ll live is to go out into 
God’s Creation and, you know, look 
at the plants? To “consider” is less 
an intellectual pondering and more 
a physical communing and a relief 
from all the things we “have to” do. 
Humans are the first indoor species, 
but we’re made for the outside. The 
more green space that surrounds 
you, the healthier you’ll be.
Go ahead! Take a walk, feel the 
sun, release that breath you're 
holding. Consider the lilies.

a note from a student The Garden 
Spring is such a 
relief after all the 
cold and grey skies. 
In the Western 
Hemisphere, it’s 
also a wonderful 
analogy for the 
resurrection as the 
world around us 
comes back to life 
before our eyes.
The Edge House 
garden will be 

expanding this 
year to include a 
fire-pit and a 
decorative 
salad-green and 

flower patch. 
The blueberries, 
blackberries, and 
hazelnuts we 
planted last year are 
starting to show 
some signs of life, 
and Pastor Alice is 
probably more 
excited than 
necessary about 
planting onion sets 
and potatoes.
Our monthly Bread 
Guild will use the 
parsley, basil, and 
thyme in savory 
loaves. 
During Nosh, the ten 
minutes of Open 
Space is often used 
by people sitting 
outside and 
communing with 
God’s Creation.
We frequently offer 
produce to passers-
by as a sign of love.
We’ll include photos 
in our next 
newsletter!

 Rose Ford -- Mundelein, IL

When I came to college, I wasn’t seeking out a church. I had gone to one 
growing up, but didn’t feel strongly about it, so finding a campus ministry wasn’t 
high on my priority list. In spite of that, I coincidentally found myself ending up 
at Edge House multiple times my freshman year. It was around the Easter vigil 
that year that I decided Edge House was a community I wanted to stick with. 
I’m in my final semester of school now (graduating in May!) and it’s been 
amazing to reflect on how Edge House has become such an integral part of me 
and how much I’ve grown as a person by being here.

Edge House and its overall message of intentionality, vulnerability, and 
inclusivity has taught me how to be open and honest with others, how to fail 
gracefully, how to be a better version of myself. It has given me both the space 
and skills to be vulnerable as well as affirm and validate the vulnerability of 
others. Edge House has given me a community, a family, and a home away 
from home.


