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The photos below are from our Alternative Spring Break trip to Ocean Springs, 
Mississippi last March. We took 23 students 11 hours south to continue with the 
rebuilding efforts after Hurricane Katrina. We did some good work, but were also 
frustrated.

Several years out from the disaster, there are still thousands of homes in need of 
significant work, yet the money is drying up. Federal disaster relief funds now 
show up in the Fall, and private or charitable funds have, understandably, been 
directed towards Haiti and elsewhere. What to do about the conditions which 
continue? And which, I suspect, continue in the wake of all disasters around the 
world after the cameras have moved on?

We are now in the midst of planning our 2012 Alternative Spring Break, and this 
year it will be even more “alternative.” As much as we will miss our brothers and 
sisters on the Gulf coast, we are planning our trip to exotic...Cincinnati!

Thatʼs right, weʼre donating $2400 we would have spent on travel to the agencies 
weʼll work with right here in the Queen City. Weʼll sleep on a church floor in Over 
the Rhine and send 45 students (twice as many as last year!) to 5 or 6 local 
charitable organizations. In the evenings, weʼll either do fun, touristy stuff in the 
area or interact with speakers on issues of poverty and interdependence. I have 
three students working with me to develop the trip and we are excited about it!

Ultimately,  with these trips, with our discipleship groups, with NOSH, we hope to 
instill in our students a sense of the power and desirability of the “we” rather than 
the “I.” We Christians, we humans, rely on one another. We offer ourselves to 
others in recognition of that fact.

Peace,
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My	  journey	  with	  the	  Edge	  House	  has	  been	  a	  wonderful	  and	  rewarding	  experience.	  I	  

first	  heard	  about	  them	  last	  year	  when	  a	  friend	  told	  me	  about	  their	  Alternative	  Spring	  

Break	  mission	  trip	  to	  the	  Gulf	  Coast.	  I	  started	  attending	  NOSH	  and	  met	  many	  

wonderful	  people.	  When	  Spring	  Break	  came	  around,	  I	  met	  even	  more	  great	  people,	  

and	  had	  probably	  one	  of	  the	  most	  amazing	  vacations	  of	  my	  life	  thus	  far.	  I	  continued	  

going	  to	  NOSH	  after	  Spring	  Break	  and	  fell	  in	  love	  with	  the	  Edge	  House.	  The	  people,	  

the	  community,	  (and	  sometimes	  the	  food)	  make	  the	  Edge	  a	  place	  where	  I	  always	  feel	  

welcome	  and	  has	  had	  a	  very	  positive	  effect	  on	  my	  life,	  both	  as	  a	  person	  and	  in	  my	  

exploration	  of	  faith.

  student spotlight

above: Sam Albert 
planting pak choi

left: Liz Hauserman 
cutting peppers for salsa

Both from the Good 
Earth Farm Pilgrimage
September 2011

Participation

At	  NOSH,	  our	  weekly	  

worship-‐in-‐the-‐

context-‐of-‐dinner,	  we	  

sing	  several	  chants	  a	  

capella.	  We	  remind	  

ourselves	  each	  time	  

that,	  at	  the	  Edge	  

House,	  we	  are	  “anti-‐

excellence	  and	  

pro-‐

participation.”*	  

Translated,	  that	  

means,	  “sing	  loudly,	  

even	  if	  you	  sing	  off	  

key!”	  Christians	  are	  a	  

people	  meant	  for	  

community,	  and	  not	  a	  

passive	  experience	  of	  

community	  either.	  We	  

are	  meant	  to	  

participate	  in	  the	  

vision	  God	  has	  for	  the	  

world.	  We	  may	  

disagree	  about	  how	  to	  

do	  that	  (and,	  believe	  

me,	  we	  do	  at	  the	  Edge	  

House!),	  yet	  we	  

continue	  to	  show	  up,	  

we	  continue	  to	  sing	  

together.
*Purloined	  with	  love	  and	  

thanks	  from	  Pastor	  Nadia	  

Bolz-‐Weber

 John Kramer - Tallmadge, Ohio

If you are interested in 
supporting to the Edge campus 
ministry, you have three options:

๏regular prayer for our 
missions, for our students, 
for the UC campus

๏a check made out to Good 
Shepherd Lutheran Church 
with “campus ministry” on 
the memo line

๏an in-kind donation--
suggestions can be found on 
our website at www.edge-
uc.org
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